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Greetings!  As your incoming IB Global Politics teacher, I am extremely excited about the chance to work with you 
this coming school year.  International Baccalaureate courses are a wonderful opportunity to challenge your mind, 
work ethic, and writing skills.  Global Politics is the ideal class to foster a deeper level of knowledge, inquiry and 
analysis of current events and global trends. Global Politics will rely heavily on current events and relevant case studies. 
Events will be considered at different levels of analysis and different ideological perspectives. You have shown a great 
level of promise in social studies in the past and now you will be afforded the opportunity to take a class that will be 
an immense challenge. To this end, I have compiled the following required summer assignment.  Please read the 
assignment very closely and complete it in its entirety.  My email address is listed above should you have any questions 
over the summer.   
 

Purpose of assignment: begin the process of engagement on a local, national, and global level and to 
prepare for the Internal Assessment (IA proposals are due September 30). 
Estimated time of completion: approximately 5-7 hours for BOTH parts I and II. 
Due date: Monday or Tuesday of the first full week of school, turn in BOTH parts I and II of the summer 
assignment in a folder with your name on the outside.  Please read this document in its ENTIRETY, 
especially the reminder at the end. 
Method of Assessment:  This assignment will count as a Summative Assessment and will be graded in 
week 1 of the course.   

 
BEFORE beginning the Summer Assignment, make sure you have visited the IB Global Politics: Course 
Overview: https://www.ibo.org/programmes/diploma-programme/curriculum/individuals-and-societies/global-
politics/ 
 
Assignment: 
Part I: Summer Engagement Activity Chart 
The engagement activity (IA) provides students with an opportunity to explore the central unifying theme of the 
course—people, power and politics—in practice and outside the classroom. During your engagement activity, you 
may, for example, learn about the local manifestations of a global issue, engage with primary sources and experience 
the dynamics and consequences of decision-making on individuals and communities. The goal of this summer 
assignment is to get you thinking about issues that interest you and how to turn one of those issues into the 
engagement activity you will submit for your Internal Assessment.  
Complete the Summer Engagement Activity Chart found at the end of this document 
 
Part II:  Reading & Seminar Preparation “History of the World in 6 Glasses: Globalization in a bottle” 

A. Summer Reading: You are required to complete the attached reading: “Chapter 12: Globalization in a 
Bottle” from the book “A history of the world in 6 glasses” by Tom Standage (Standage, Tom. A History of 
the World in 6 Glasses. New York, Walker & Co., 2005.). This is an opportunity to practice your notetaking 
skills!  
 

B. Socratic Seminar Questions & Preparation: On a separate sheet of paper, answer the questions below in 
as much detail as possible.  You will be responding to them in a Socratic Seminar during the first week of 
school. 
 
 

 
 

 



A History of the World in 6 Glasses – Chapter 12: Globalization 
 

Directions: Answer the questions below to prepare for the Socratic seminar in class. Make sure to cite 
specific examples with page numbers from the reading, so you can reference quotes as evidence during the 
discussion 
 
1. Explain the role of Coca-Cola during World War II. How did Coca-Cola become exempt from sugar 
rationing? What impact did this have on their competition? Do you think this was a form of patriotic duty 
or a smart business plan? Explain.  

 
 
 

2. How did Coke’s popularity among American troops allow Coca-Cola to expand globally?  
 
 
 
 
3. Why did Coke become linked to Western values? Explain why communist activists attacked Coca-Cola 
throughout the Cold War.  
 
 
 
 
4. Explain how Cold War tensions played out between Coca-Cola and Pepsi. Why did Coca-Cola end up 
winning their “cold war” against Pepsi?  
 
 
 
 
5. Explain how the Arab-Israeli conflict played out through Coca-Cola and Pepsi.  
 
 
 
 
6. Explain the arguments for and against globalization. How does Coca-Cola define globalization?  
 
 
 
 
7. List global processes demonstrated in the reading and provide an explanation for each. (Hint: these are 
not necessarily about the beverage itself, but major global processes in this period of history).  
 
 
 
 
8. Draw modern connections to Coca-Cola (you can consider many scales for this question). 
 
 
 
 
9. Write 3 open-ended questions - they can be about anything that relates to the reading.  

 
 



IB Global Politics: Summer Engagement Activity Chart              
 
Directions: Think of THREE issues that interest you.  Determine which IB GloPo Foundational Unit each issue fits.  Develop a question to that you can 
use to further explore each issue.  Identify which level of analysis (local, national or global) you wish to pursue.  Select one resource for each issue and write a 
full citation of that source.  Finally, think of one activity for each issue that you can do to further study that issue. 

Issues that 
interest you  
 

Foundational 
Units 
(Power, Human Rights, 
Development, Peace & 
Conflict) 

Questions to 
Explore  
(develop a question that you 
want to explore with this issue) 

Levels of Analysis 
 
(is this question at the Local, 
National or Global level) 

Resources  
 
(what resources will you use to 
explore this issue – give full 
citations) 

Engagement 
Activities  
(what will you DO to explore this 
issue?) 

      

      

      

 




















