
College Essay Writing Assignment       Becker/Peters 

 

To cover English SOLs 12.6, 12.7, and 12.8 and simultaneously offer practical assistance on important non-

academic writing deadlines due in your first semester, you will need to: 

• research the college application process 

• write a polished college essay 

 in response to a prompt from the Common Application or specific to your first-choice college or 

university 

• at the beginning of our first full week of school, you will submit your college essay both as a hard copy and 

through the Canvas/Unichek portal at the start of your class period 

 we will provide comments regarding your response to the question and the effectiveness of your 

personal narrative 

 we will assess your college essay using the following rubric:  

 

College Essay 
NONE 

0 

POOR 

1 

GOOD 

3 

GREAT 

5 

College Essay turned in on time (both hardcopy and electronic)     

Do you use a specific story to effectively respond to the question?     

Do you include specific details that add to the quality of the writing?     

Is the opening line(s) engaging and dynamic?     

Do you show, not tell, the story’s lesson about who you are as a person?     

Formal language is used, paragraph breaks are appropriate, there are no grammatical errors     
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