
Video 5 Script 
SLIDE 1- Intro Slide 
 
Welcome! In this video we will talk about things you need to think about 
this year including: a junior year timeline, visiting colleges and 
gathering information about schools, starting your college applications, 
and what to do during the summer after junior year. 
 
SLIDE 2 (Slide 20)- Junior Year Timeline 
 
Junior year is when you will start researching colleges and majors (if 
you haven’t thought about that already. You want to pick a school that 
is the right fit for you. What are you looking for in a school? Some things 
to consider are:  

○ Size (how large do you want the student population to be) 
○ Geographical area (where in the country or world do you 

want to live) 
○ Type of setting (do you want to be in a city, suburb, or far 

away from everyone else.(city, urban, rural) 
○ Cost 
○ Extracurricular activities 
○ Coed or single sex 

 
You can find information by looking at Naviance using the college 
search tool, Scattergrams, and the Supermatch Tool. Other resources are 
bookstores, college websites, and the College Board Website. Our College 
and Career Counselor, Ms. Catino, is available to help you as well. 
 
 
 
SLIDE 3 (Slide 23)- Visiting Colleges 
 
Visiting Colleges is a great way to get a feel for the campus.  



If you are able to go in person we have a College Visitation Verification 
form available online and in the Counseling Office. Use this form to 
verify your absence when visiting a college so it can be an excused 
absence. 
 
Virtual College visits are a great way to see what a campus is like when 
you aren’t able to travel. Many college websites host their own virtual 
tour or you can try a site like Youvisit.com ( 
https://www.youvisit.com/collegesearch/_ 
 
W-L College Rep visits 
Colleges have representatives that visit different high schools to share 
information about their school with students. If you would like to visit 
with a college while they are at WL fill out a ‘College Visit Pass’ 2 days 
prior to the visit and you can find the complete list of visits including 
dates and times on Naviance. All grade levels are welcome. These visits 
typically occur in the fall but we will also offer them virtually later this 
spring. Be on the lookout for more information.  
 
There will also be Virtual College Fairs. Be on the lookout for more 
information about those as well.  
https://virtualcollegefairs.org/events  
https://pages.collegeboard.org/big-future-days 
 
 
SLIDE 4- (slide 24) Planning Ahead 
 
Handout: Testing Schedules for SAT/ACT  and  SAT vs. ACT, Brag 
Sheets 
 
We encourage you to sign up for the SAT or ACT and typically would say 
to take it once before the end of junior year. More information about 
this will be shared in video 4. Please remember students must sign up on 
their own through the collegeboard.org website for SAT or through 
ACTstudent.org for the ACT.  
 

https://www.youvisit.com/collegesearch/
https://virtualcollegefairs.org/events
https://pages.collegeboard.org/big-future-days
https://pages.collegeboard.org/big-future-days


Counselors have or will do academic plans with our 11th grade students 
– this will be yet one more check counselors and students will do to 
make sure a suitable schedule has been selected for the senior year. 
 
Many colleges will require letters of recommendation as part of the 
application. It is the students responsibility to do research and see how 
many are required for each college they apply to. We recommend 
getting one or two (to be safe). Before the end of junior year, students 
can start asking a teacher or two in person (if possible). The purpose of 
the teacher letter is to answer the question, “who is the student in the 
classroom?” Counselors will also write a recommendation for each of 
their students.  
 
Summer school options- you may consider repeating a course to boost 
your GPA. As a reminder, you can do two make-up and strengthening 
courses. Only middle school classes and grades can be dropped from 
your transcript.  
 
NCAA Clearinghouse for Athletes-  Students who are interested in DI or 
DII athletics will need to register with the NCAA clearinghouse. Talk 
with Ms. Catino if you have questions or need help. 
 
 
SLIDE 5- (slide 26) Summer of Junior Year 

 

Summer is a great time to get a head start on your college applications.  
 

There are two main ways to apply to college. 

 
1.The Common Application – Students must make an account for access 
to apply to over 900 US schools and a few abroad via one common 
application. www.commonapp.org 

• Minimizes time spent filling out the same information for 



different school applications. 
•  Students can create accounts now and fill in some of the basic 

information in the common app tab. Students do not want to 
write their essay in there yet though. Every August the CA does a 
rollover and certain things will erase. At this time, the new 
application cycle begins and students can actually begin 
applying to colleges.  

• Essay prompts for the main essay will be available soon.  
 
2. Coalition for College Access 
http://www.coalitionforcollegeaccess.org/ 

• Alternative to the Common App 
• A little less than 200 colleges – private and public 
• Access to college and financial resources available to students 
• Functions the same way as the CA.  

It is extremely important to Work on your essay over the summer. 
Application essays can vary in number and theme.  If you use the CA or 
Coalition to apply to college and most likely you will, you can count on 
at least 1 550-650 word essay. Many colleges then have supplemental 
essays to complete.  It is likely that your Senior English summer 
assignment will be to write out one of the essays for a college to which 
you’re applying. 

Other productive things students can do this summer: get a job, spend 
time volunteering, taking care of siblings, or immerse themselves in an 
activity you are passionate about.  

http://www.coalitionforcollegeaccess.org/

