
Video 4 Script Testing 
 
Slide 1: Welcome 
 
Hi, I’m Meaghan Traverse, one of the counselors at Washington-Liberty. For this video 
we are going to cover testing. So, standardized testing is arguably the piece of the 
application most up in the air for next season.  
 
Many schools were test optional this past admissions cycle, and while we would not be 
surprised if many schools continued this into the next cycle we would be remiss if we 
did not prepare students. It will be much easier to decide to not test than to panic and 
rush testing. Also, we did see many of the competitive colleges still want to see student 
test scores as part of their admissions requirements, and we assume this will again be 
the case. 
 
So, with that said, this video will be going under the assumption that this will be a 
normal admissions cycle. We want students to be prepared for college admissions 
testing, regardless of the current climate. and be able to cancel or reschedule if needed. 
 
Slide 2: Topics Covered in this video 
In this video I will cover the two common assessments used for college admissions, the 
SAT and the ACT. I will tell you about some significant updates to the SAT, show you 
upcoming spring test dates and their registration deadlines. I will also discuss how 
many schools are approaching testing in a very different way. 
 
Slide 3: SAT vs ACT 
So there are two different common tests, as I mentioned, the SAT and the ACT. The two 
tests are actually fairly similar now, but do have differences. Both scores are used for 
college admissions decisions and awarding merit-based scholarships. Most colleges do 
not prefer one test over the other. You sign up for the SAT on collegeboard.org or the 
ACT or ACT.org. Our CEEB code for Washington-Liberty is 470125. If you receive free or 
reduced lunch please contact your counselor or Ms. Catino and we can support you with 
fee waivers. 
 
The SAT covers reading, writing and math, with one math section on which you may not 
use a calculator. It runs about 3 hours and is scored on a scale of 400-1600. 
 
The ACT covers English, math, reading and a science reasoning section that tests your 
critical thinking skills, not your specific science knowledge. It runs just under 3 hours 
and is scored on a scale of 1-36. 



 
Different students tend to do better on one test over the other, so we recommend you 
try out both and see which clicks better, maybe noting how you handle time pressure or 
what types of questions you find most challenging can help you determine which test is 
a better fit 
 
Khan Academy has great free test prep for the SAT, unfortunately, there's currently no 
official Khan Academy ACT prep; however, students can still use Khan Academy's 
resources to help them prepare for the ACT 
 
Slide 4: SAT News 
The College Board just released some big news. It is discontinuing the SAT Subject 
Tests, otherwise known as the SAT II. 
 
Another big change is the College Board is discontinuing the optional SAT Essay. 
Students can still take the SAT with Essay through the June administration, but 
students who are registered for the essay portion may cancel that portion at any time 
free of charge. 
 
The last big announcement was that they are exploring a more flexible, digitally 
delivered exam, and the ACT has also suggested they are moving this way as well. This 
has not yet been fleshed out, but stay tuned for possible upcoming options including 
adding more administrations to the fall.  
 
Slide 5: 2021 Testing Dates  
 
These are the upcoming testing dates for both the SAT and the ACT. Please make note 
of the Registration dates.  
 
Slide 6: Cancelled administrations 
There have been a lot of administrations that have been altered due to the coronavirus. 
So one thing to remember is while 2021-2022 dates haven’t been released yet, we 
expect fall administrations for the ACT in September and October, as well as a late 
August and October SAT dates. Again there may be additional administrations added, 
so keep any eye out. 
 
Slide 7: Test Optional 
One final point to consider is that many schools went test-optional or some other 
version of that for this incoming fall class.  
 



Test-optional means that colleges give you the option of submitting standardized test 
scores from the SAT or ACT and therefore letting students decide whether they want to 
submit test scores with their application. 
 
Because of this, when looking at admissions statistics from this past year, higher 
scores will be likely as students who scored very well were the ones who submitted, and 
also noting that less than 40% of current seniors took admissions testing for this cycle. 
 
There were definitely some caveats! Some schools did continue to request test scores 
for students eligibility for merit scholarships. Still other schools had different options 
such as a test-flexible colleges, who let students submit other test scores in place of the 
SAT or ACT, such as SAT Subject Tests, an International Baccalaureate exam, or 
Advanced Placement test. 
 
Slide 8: Test Optional Statements 
EVERY SCHOOL IS DIFFERENT. Please check colleges' websites for the most up-to-date 
information on their application policies and read each test optional policy carefully. 
 
Again, we don’t know exactly what will be released, schools will reevaluate their policies 
at the conclusion of the 2020-2021 admissions cycle and some will surely become 
test-optional permanently. We do, however, suspect highly competitive and selective 
schools will still be looking for  test scores as part of their application process. 
 
Testing is stress inducing in a typical year, and our current situation makes this topic 
even more challenging. Please remember that a lot of this information is as of today, we 
will be continually getting information for the next admissions cycle. This is what we 
have as of now so you are prepared for various outcomes. 
 
We will have links below this video with more resources. 
 
Thank you!  
 


