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Upcoming Events
● January 16:  Electives Fair (all lunches)

● January 22-27 :  Quarter 2 Assessments
 

● January 29 :  End of Quarter 2

● January 29: Activities Fair

● Mid-February:  Course selection due and 
Academic Advising



Brief Overview

● Introduction

● SchooLinks

● Prepping for Success

● Testing

● Junior Year

● Senior Year: What to Expect

● Additional Options



SchooLinks



• Career Exploration
• College Search
• College Profile



QR Code to APS SchooLinks 
Resource page













Prepping for Success



• Academic and extracurricular 
awards and recognitions

• Volunteer, internships, paid 
work, summer enrichment 
programs

• Activities, membership in clubs 
and positions held

Creating a Resume/Portfolio

Beyond the Classroom





• Rigorous courses (AP/IB, Dual-Enrollment courses - potential for 
college credit)

• Meeting with counselor to review high school graduation 
requirements

• Maintain good grades & challenge self academically

• Summer school

• Testing - PSATs, SAT, ACT

Things to Consider:

Prepping for Success



Understanding 
the Transcript



Testing



Digital SAT ACT



• Many students will try both SAT & ACT to see 
which prefer

• Khan Academy - provides great test prep for SAT

• Score reports (if need assistance must contact test website): 
o PSAT & SAT - visit Collegeboard.org

• SAT scores available within days after test
o ACT -  visit ACT.org

• ACT scores available with 2 weeks after test

• Test-optional

Testing Prep & Info:



SAT Testing Dates:

ACT Testing Dates:

WL CEEB 
Code:

470125



Junior Year



Junior Year Timeline

1
3 5

4
2

Meet with school counselor 
and/or college and career 

counselor  to discuss 
post-secondary plans

Register for ACT/SAT , if 
you plan to submit scores

Finish 11th grade 
strong!!

Make list of colleges 
& visit virtually or in 

person in spring & 
summer. 

Follow up with counselor 
if you have more ?s about 

college process.

Complete BRAG Sheets  
and turn into counselor 

before summer.

Summer: Start 
Common App, 

work on college 
essays, and 

build resume
6

7



• Decide on important factors

• Begin to collect information

• Factors to Consider :
o Size
o Geographical area
o Type of setting 

• (city, urban, rural)
o Cost
o Extracurricular activities

Researching Colleges & Majors



• Drop middle school classes (Priority deadline May 15, 

2026)

• Drop ACT/SAT scores (early fall)

• Submit brag sheets (May 29, 2026)

 

Upcoming Deadlines



Senior Year



Fall Senior Timeline

1
3 5

4
2

Narrow  college choices, 
attend college fairs, 
& meet with college 

representatives

October:
FAFSA opens

Mindful of Deadlines  
Time management is key, especially for 
early action/early decision deadlines 

(Oct 15-Dec 1)

Communicate, Communicate!
Stay in communication with 

counselors and parents

September:
Come to Senior Night



College Application Timeline

Step 
1

Link Common App & 
Naviance

Your Common Application 
will get linked to Naviance. 

We will send Coalition 
schools through Naviance 

but there is no linking. 

Add Colleges

To your Naviance account, 
Common Application, 

and/or Coalition 
Application

CHECK YOUR INDIVIDUAL 
COLLEGE DEADLINES! 

Step 
2

Request Teachers

For your Letter of Recs. 
Ask in-person first, then 

add them to your Naviance 
account

Step 
3

Fill out Transcript 
Request Form

One per college, minimum 
15 school days in advance 
of a deadline. You do not 
have to have submitted 

your application to submit 
a request

Step 
4

Submit your 
Applications & 

Official Test Scores

If applicable, many 
colleges are test-optional. 
This is the responsibility of 

the student 

Step 
5

 Early Action Time frame: (Oct-Dec)
Regular admission time frame:  (Jan-Feb)

Pro tip - Submit your application 
24-48 hours in advance of deadline



Winter/Spring Senior Timeline

1 3 5

6
4

2

Finalize college 
applications & research and 

apply to scholarships

READ EMAILS  from 
colleges & respond 

promptly

May 1 - notify the college 
you will attend and send in 

your deposit

Complete the FAFSA  
Review college 
financial aid 

packages

Notify counselor 
which college plan 

to attend



• Urban Alliance is an organization that offers paid 
internship opportunities for Seniors.

• Risings Seniors must have General’s Flex Periods in the 
afternoon in order to participate.

• CCRV (USGS)

• More options guidebook

Senior Year Opportunities

https://www.nvcc.edu/admissions/dual-enrollment/ccrv/index.html


Additional Options



• Northern Virginia Community College (NVCC) 

• Associate Degree

• Career Certificates

• Non-Degree Seeking Options

Community College



• Different reasons to justify a 
gap year

• Well thought-out decision

• Know the pros and cons for you

• https://www.gooverseas.com/gap-year/usa-fairs/sch
edule

Gap Year

https://www.gooverseas.com/gap-year/usa-fairs/schedule
https://www.gooverseas.com/gap-year/usa-fairs/schedule


• Workforce – entering a job right away
o Visit www.vec.Virginia.gov for support

in the job seeking process

• Job Corps - free education and vocational training 
o https://www.jobcorps.gov/

• Apprenticeships  - on-the-job training
o https://www.doli.virginia.gov/registered-apprenticeship/

Work

http://www.vec.virginia.gov/
https://www.jobcorps.gov/
https://www.doli.virginia.gov/registered-apprenticeship/


• Apprenticeships

• City Year

• Job Corps

• Year Up

Structured Options

https://www.cityyear.org/
https://www.jobcorps.gov/
https://www.yearup.org/


• Serious decision

• Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB) Test is a 
requirement

• Must be at least 17

• Must have a high school diploma 
or equivalent

Military



Thanks for attending!

Any questions?


