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Welcome 

& Course 

Outline 

 
Welcome to an amazing year of US and Virginia History!  This year we will be learning about how the United States 
developed and changed over time, and how it became the place we live today.  We will be exploring the political, social, 
economic, and diplomatic forces that have shaped our nation and our state.  Our course is organized around the theme of 
PERSPECTIVES, so we will be examining the people, events, and ideas we learn about from different points of view. 

During the year, you will have an opportunity to develop your analytical abilities and critical thinking skills in order to 
understand historical and geographical context, make comparisons, understand primary and secondary source documents, 
and recognize and discuss different interpretations and historical frameworks of history. 

I love history!  There are so many interesting, weird, gross, and utterly cool stories that make up the narrative of human 
activity.  No matter what your interests, there will be things here that you will find fascinating, if you open yourself up to the 
possibility. 
 
Our course will be divided into the following units: 

Unit 1:  European Expl. & Settlement:  Beginnings to 1763  Unit 9:  Imperialism and World War I:  1890-1920 
Unit 2:  The Revolutionary Era:  1763-1780 Unit 10:  Roaring 20s & The Great Depression:  1920-1939 
Unit 3:  The Constitutional Period:  1781-1787 Unit 11:  World War II:  1939-1945 
Unit 4:  The Early Republic:  1787-1825 Unit 12:  The Cold War:  1945-1989 
Unit 6:  Jacksonian America and Reform:  1825-1850 Unit 13:  Civil Rights Era:  1950-present 
Unit 7:  The Civil War and Reconstruction:1850-1877 Unit 14:  America Post-Cold War:  1989-present 
Unit 8:  Development of the Industrial United States: 1877-1914 

 

General 

Class 

Rules 

SHOW RESPECT! - For yourself, for your peers, for your teacher, for your classroom, for your school. 

 

PARTICIPATE! – Speak up and speak out.  Ask questions, give your opinion, take a chance. 

 
ARRIVE ON TIME! - Be in your chair by the time the bell rings everyday. 

 

BE PREPARED! - Come to class with pen, notebook, computer, completed homework, and a good attitude EVERY DAY. 

 

USE COMMON SENSE! - This is a good guide for class and for life. 

Honor 

Code 

Students are expected to act honorably in class (and in school) at all times.  There is a complete description of Washington-
Liberty’s Honor Code and policies available in the Student Handbook and through the counseling department.  
 
This means that students do not give or receive unauthorized assistance on any assignment.  The penalty for cheating will be 
a zero on the assignment.  The penalty for plagiarism (a specific form of cheating) will be a zero on the assignment.   
 
This also means that students use appropriate language and behavior at all times.  While initial contact will be made with 
parents when necessary, the penalty for consistently inappropriate behavior will be a referral to the student's administrator. 
 
Finally, it means that students are honest at all times. 

Grading 

Policy 

Student grades reflect student achievement and not student behavior.  Below are the specific reminders and clarifications, but 
I strictly follow all APS policies as stated in your student handbook.  I highly suggest you take the time to read them. 
 
You will be assessed in a variety of ways, including both summative and formative assessments, such as simulations, oral 
assessments, group projects, internet projects, and timed essays, as well as projects, tests, quizzes, and homework.   
 
Quarter grades will be determined by dividing the number of points earned by the total possible points and rounded to whole 
numbers.  Quarter grades of .5 or higher will be rounded up.  Your percentage for each quarter will be assigned a letter grade 
based on the following grading scale: 

A = 90-100   C = 70-76  
B+ = 87-89  D+ = 67-69 
B = 80-86  D = 60-66 
C+ = 77-79   E = Below 60 
    

Students will an A for all 4 quarters will be exempt from the final exam.  For those who take the final, it will count as 1/9 of your 
final grade.  In other words, each quarter twice as much as the final exam. To compute your final grade for the course, each 
quarter's letter grade (on a 4.0 scale) will be averaged together. 

Since we are participating in the Canvas pilot program, ALL grades will be found in Canvas. Parents will sign up for 
the Canvas Parent App to view grades for this class, which will be updated weekly.  Grades will be posted in Parent/Student 
Vue only for Interim Progress Reports (IPRs) and final quarter grades. Parents can sign up for a Canvas parent app so they 
can view things from a mobile device. 

Late work will be accepted on most assignments for partial credit, provided it is completed in a timely manner.  Late work for 
homework will be 10% per day.  Under no circumstances will credit be given for late work handed in after the end of the 
quarter.  IT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE STUDENT TO SEEK OUT & COMPLETE ANY MISSED ASSIGNMENTS.   



Computer/Internet  

Use &  

Social Media 

In order to take advantage of all the resources and tools available to us, we will be relying heavily on computer use and access 
to the internet.  Certain resources will only be available online, and several projects will require computer use outside of class 
time.  All students have access to their school device, but if you do not have internet access at home, THERE ARE OPTIONS!  
If you are having difficulty using or finding access to computers or the internet, see Ms. C immediately.  I can help. 
 
I have a twitter account for use communicating with students (@AwesomeClaassen). 

Attendance 

Policy 

In order to be successful in this class, it is vital that you are present both mentally and physically EVERY DAY. 
 
We will be doing a great number of discussions, simulations, computer-based projects, and group work in this course.  
Therefore, it is important for you to arrive on time and ready to work every day.  The goal of the attendance policy is to 
encourage you to come to class because this is going to be crucial to your success and we want to help you to succeed.  If 
there is an issue that interfering with your ability to attend class, please come talk with me sooner than later. 
 
Please see the student handbook for the policies regarding make-up work for excused and unexcused absences.   
 
Students are expected to complete their work on time, every time.  However, I am willing to work with students who are 
missing work if the student comes to talk with me a timely manner. (This means right when it is happening, NOT at the very 
end of the quarter.) 
 
In addition, chronic absences and tardies will be subject to the school’s attendance and disciplinary policy.  A full description of 
this policy can be found in the student handbook.   
 
Regardless of the reason for your absence, it is your responsibility to ask about any missed assignments and to make 
arrangements to make-up tests and quizzes.  I will not hunt you down to remind you of missed work. 

Textbook 

& Supplies 

Textbook 
Our textbook is Virginia & United States History, published by McGraw Hill. The textbook will be available in class and online.  
 
Supplies 
The following materials should be brought to class every day.  Your participation will suffer if you consistently arrive at class 
without your materials. 

• Three ring binder with notebook paper 

• 6 Tab Dividers (one for each unit) 

• Assignment book/Planning calendar 

• Black or blue ball point pens and pencils 

• OPTIONAL – kids in the past have highly recommended color pencils/highlighters 

Contacting 

Ms. C 

I can usually be found in room 2210 before and after school, and during Generals Period every day.  Due to faculty meetings, 
do not plan to stay after on Wednesdays. It would be very helpful to make prior arrangements although this is not required.  If 
meeting after school or during Generals Period is impossible, I can meet with students during lunch or before school by 
appointment.  In all cases, students should try to let me know when they are coming so we can plan accordingly. 
 
Outside of class, students and parents may contact me in a variety of ways, listed below.  I check e-mail at least once a 
day.   E-mail is preferable.  

• E-mail :   Kathleen.Claassen@apsva.us 

• Telephone:   (703) 228-6200 (Main Office) 

• US Mail:    1301 N. Stafford St., Arlington, VA 22201 

When to get 

extra help? 

There is very little I can do to help your grade the week before the end of the grading period.  I strongly encourage you to ask 
questions and participate in class, do your homework every day, and keep up with the reading.  However, sometimes we all 
need a little extra help.  Please feel free to come and talk with me if you are having trouble with the course or with a particular 
topic.  My goal is to help you learn, and my door is always open.  

Course Guide Sign-Off 
We have read and understand the policies in the attached course guide for US/VA History 2019-2020. 

If we have any questions now or in the future, we will contact Ms. Claassen. 
 
 ________________________________________     _________________________________________ 

           Student  (Please Print & Sign Name)                         Parent/Guardian (Please Print & Sign Name) 

 


